
EXTENDED SCHOOL YEAR (ESY) SERVICES 

Federal and state requirements as per the Legal Framework 

DATA TO MAKE THE DECISION  

The ARD committee must determine the need for ESY from formal and/or informal evaluations provided by 
the district or the parents: 

• For a child enrolling in the LEA during the school year, information obtained from the prior LEA as well 
as information collected during the current year may be used to determine the need for ESY services. 

 

 

 

REGRESSION IN CRITICAL AREAS 

The ARD committee must identify the critical areas addressed in the current IEP objectives, if any, in which the 
child has exhibited, or reasonably may be expected to exhibit, severe or substantial regression that cannot be 
recouped within a reasonable period of time: 

• A skill is critical when the loss of that skill results, or is reasonably expected to result, in any of the 
following occurrences during the first eight weeks of the next regular school year: 

o Placement in a more restrictive instructional arrangement; 
o Significant loss of acquired skills necessary for the child to appropriately progress in the general 

curriculum; 
o Significant loss of self-sufficiency in self-help skill areas as evidenced by an increase in the 

number of direct service staff and/or amount of time required to provide special education or 
related services; 

o Loss of access to community-based independent living skills instruction or an independent living 
environment provided by non-educational sources as a result of regression in skills; or 

o Loss of access to on-the-job training or productive employment as a result of regression in 
skills; and 

• "Severe or substantial regression" means that the child has been, or will be, unable to maintain one or 
more acquired critical skills in the absence of ESY services. 

 

 

 

 

 



RECOUPMENT OF ACQUIRED SKILLS 

The ARD committee must determine the reasonable period of time for recoupment of acquired skills on the 
basis of needs identified in the child’s IEP: 

• If the loss of acquired critical skills would be particularly severe or substantial, or if such loss results, or 
reasonably may be expected to result, in immediate physical harm to the child or to others, ESY 
services may be justified without consideration of the period of time for recoupment of such skills. In 
any case, the period of time for recoupment must not exceed eight weeks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 

If the ARD committee determines that the child is in need of ESY services, then the IEP must also include goals 
and objectives for ESY services from the child's current IEP. 

If a child for whom ESY services were considered and rejected loses critical skills because of the decision not to 
provide ESY services, and if those skills are not regained after the reasonable period of time for recoupment, 
the ARD committee shall reconsider the current IEP if the child's loss of critical skills interferes with the 
implementation of the child's IEP. 

 

 


