Brownsville ISD

Special Services Department
Surrogate Parent Agreement
Date:      


     
     
     
     
Student
Date of Birth
Campus
Grade
ASSURANCES


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Explanation of Procedural Safeguards has been provided with this form.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 It has been determined that there is a need for a surrogate parent. 

     
meets the legal criteria to serve as a surrogate parent for this student and will represent him/her in all matters relating to identification, evaluation, and educational placement (including the provision of a free and appropriate education).  The surrogate parent is entitled to all 
rights of natural parents in all matters pertaining to prior notice, consent, and due process.
CRITERIA FOR SELECTION*
· The school district wants to ensure that students' rights are protected when:


1.
No parent can be identified.

2.
The public agency, after reasonable efforts, cannot discover the whereabouts of a parent.  OR

3.
The child is a ward of the state under the laws of the state.
· The district must ensure that a person selected as a surrogate parent does not have interests that conflict with the interests of a child that he/she represents and has knowledge and skills that ensure adequate representation of the child.  A surrogate parent may represent the child in all matters relating to identification, evaluation, and educational placement.

SURROGATE PARENT AGREEMENT
· This is to verify that I do not have any interest(s) that conflict with the interests of this student who I agree to represent as a surrogate parent.  I believe that I have, or will gain through district training, the knowledge and skills necessary to be an effective representative of this student.  I have been provided with copies of:

1.
Local school district guidelines, if any, for surrogate parents

2.
Explanation of Procedural Safeguards

3.
State Board of Education Rules for Special Education Services
I AGREE TO:
· Visit the student, the student's school, review the child's educational records, and attend ARD Committee meetings.

· Consult with persons involved in the student's education, including teachers, caseworkers, court appointed volunteers, guardians ad litem, attorneys ad litem, foster parents, and caretakers.

· Exercise independent judgment in pursuing the child's interests.

· Exercise the child's due process rights under applicable state and federal law.

________________________________
_________________
     
Date
Signature of Surrogate Parent

Surrogate Parent Address:
     


     
Administrator for Special Services 
· As applies to the Individual with Education Disabilities Act (IDEA), the term parent means (1) a natural parent or adoptive parent of a child;  (2) a guardian but  not the State if the child is a ward of the State; (3) a person acting in the place of a parent (grandparent, or  step-parent with whom the child lives, or a  person who is  legally responsible for the child's welfare); or a surrogate parent who has been appointed in accordance with federal and state law.

· When selecting a surrogate parent, preferential consideration shall be given to a foster parent if: (1) the Department of Protective and Regulatory Services is appointed as the temporary or permanent managing conservator of the child;  (2) the child has been placed with the foster parent for at least 60 days; (3) the foster parent agrees to participate in making educational decisions on the child’s behalf and completes a training session that complies with minimum standards established by agency rule; and (4) the foster parent has no interests that conflict with those of the child.  TEC 29.015
