ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

Curriculum Guide -Grade 9

Semester 2, Weeks 1-6 TAKS PREPARATION


	Week
	TEKS
	TAKS Objective
	Reading / Critical Thinking/Strategies/
Literary Devices
	TAKS Prep Materials
	Discussion and Enrichment
	Test taking Skills

	1
	7A

7I

7J

8B
	Objective 1

The student will demonstrate a basic understanding of culturally diverse written texts.
	Previewing the three released tests
Making a list of key or recurring words in the test items
Finding personal connections to the text

Identifying different types of media (viewing and representing pieces)

Reflecting on how a test  impacts a person’s educational goals
	Grade 9 TAKS Released 2003:  A Brother in Need / My Bold Bother Carmen
Released 2004:  The Friendship/
Magic Pablo

Released 2006:
A Horse for Matthew/ Hello, Old Paint 

Gr 9 Revised TAKS Information Booklet- The Night Before Thanksgiving/The Kindness of Strangers

	Skim through 3 released tests and identify the triplets, open ended questions.
Read the multiple choice items of three released tests.
Questions for Readers:

1. What makes the 9th grade TAKS challenging for you?

2. What are the recurring words and phrases in the multiple-choice questions?

(e.g.,  which best summarizes, best expresses, best reveals, best demonstrates, best helps the reader understand, best explains, implies that…etc…)

3. What are the types of viewing & representing pieces used in the tests?
Prompt for Writers:

How will passing the TAKS help you in accomplishing your educational goals?
	Familiarize students with the format of the test.
State what is a triplet.

Predict/Project how much time a student might spend in completing the test.

Train students to visualize themselves successfully completing the test.
Train students to highlight key words in the multiple choice and open-ended questions of the test


	Week
	TEKS
	TAKS Objective
	Reading / Critical Thinking/Strategies/
Literary Devices
	TAKS Prep Materials
	Discussion and Student Practice
	Test Taking Skills

	2
	7A
7B

7C

7J

8B

9B

10B

11H

11C

11D

12A

12D
	Objective 2
The student will demonstrate an understanding of the effects of literary elements and techniques in culturally diverse written texts.

Objective 3:

The student will demonstrate the ability to analyze and critically evaluate culturally diverse written texts and visual representations
	Predicting
Guided Reading

Comparing and contrasting Characters

Rereading

Note-taking

Close Reading
Analyzing: plot, characters, conflict and theme of a folktale

Analyzing a movie advertisement
	A Brother In Need 

( a Vietnamese folktale) and My Bold Brother Carmen
Spring 2003 9th Grade TAKS Released
	Students will identify the point of view, setting and characters of the story upon reading the first two paragraphs.
Teacher will model the use of a plot diagram to analyze the development of  events.

Students will generate a list of character traits applicable to the characters in the folktale. Then they will highlight key passages that support the character traits.

Use a Venn Diagram to compare / contrast the author and Carmen.

Questions for Readers:

1. How does the use of chronological order aided you in understanding the folktale?

2. Who would probably relate most to the ideas expressed in both selections?

Prompt for Writers:

1. Describe a family member who has helped you in your time of need.

2. Pretend you are Gan. Write a letter to your brother, Duc telling him of what you have learned from him.


	Large group activity: Answer  the multiple choice questions for “A Brother in Need” and “My Bold Brother Carmen”.
Make a list of the character traits of Carmen and the author, Gan and Duc and support them with key passages in preparation for answering open-ended questions.
Teacher will model through think alouds how to arrive at the best answer through process of elimination.

Students will practice highlighting key passages to support certainty of  the correctness of the answers for the multiple –choice questions.

Whole class activity with teacher modeling:  Answer the open-ended questions.




	Week
	TEKS
	TAKS Objective
	Reading / Critical Thinking/Strategies/
Literary Devices
	TAKS Prep Materials
	Discussion and Enrichment
	Test Taking Skills

	3
	7A
7B

7C

7E

7F

7G

8B

9B

10B

12A

12D
	Objective 2:

The student will demonstrate an understanding of the effects of literary elements and techniques in culturally diverse written texts.

Objective 3:
The student will demonstrate the ability to analyze and critically evaluate culturally diverse written texts and visual representations.
	Note taking 

Close Reading
Rereading

Monitoring Own Reading

Finding Personal Connections to the Text

Analyze : theme, figurative language, characters

Analyzing an advertisement of a community or non-government organization
	 Gr 9 TAKS Released 2004
The Friendship and Magic Pablo 
	Make a list of the actions and speech of Robert that reveals his immaturity.
Highlight key passages that reveals the kind of friendship Sgt. Masters gives to Robert.

Reread the passages in “Magic Pablo” that shows the author’s and Pablo’s shared interest in basketball.
Questions for Readers:

1.What aspects or parts of the two selections did you find strong connections to? 
2. Do you think Robert and Sgt. Masters will remain friends?

Prompt for Writers:

Write a letter of appreciation to one of your friends.
	Individualized work: Answer  the multiple choice questions.
Whole class activity with teacher modeling:  Answer the open-ended questions.

Students will answer the open-ended questions using RAGS format as a scaffold

R-estate

A-nswer

G-ive textual evidence

S-ummarize

Use the reading rubric for self-scoring.


	Week
	TEKS
	TAKS Objective
	Reading / Critical Thinking/Strategies/
Literary Devices
	TAKS Prep Materials
	Discussion and Enrichment
	Test Taking Skills

	4
	7E
7H

12D

10A

10B

12A

12D

19B,C

20B,C
	Objective 3

The student will demonstrate the ability to analyze and critically evaluate culturally diverse written texts and visual representations
	Visualizing setting and character in a narrative

Highlighting important details

Finding personal connections to the text.

Analyzing a book cover
	TAKS Information Booklet 
The Night Before thanksgiving and The Kindness of Strangers
	List down all the explicit information in the story about Mrs. Robbs that give clue to the conflict in the story.
Highlight the statistics that reveal the unusual experience of the couple needing kidney donations.
Make a chart of facts and opinions presented in “The Kindness of Strangers”. In what ways is this selection both informational and inspirational?
Questions for Readers:
1. How is emotional appeal used in the three pieces?

(Viewing and Representing) What are some of the ways the author’s credibility is reinforced on a book cover?

2. How does the description of Mrs. Robb’s home affect the mood of the story?

3. How do the statistics presented in “The Kindness of Strangers” help the reader appreciate the difficulty of the couples’ situations?

Prompt for Writers:
Write about an instance in your life when you unexpectedly received an act of kindness.  

Write about a time you helped somebody in need.
	Independent Work:

Answer the multiple choice questions.
Answer the open-ended questions.

Teacher models embedding textual evidence in response to open-ended questions.

Students will practice highlighting key passages to support certainty of  the correctness of the answers for the multiple –choice questions.

Use the reading rubric for self-scoring


	Week
	TEKS
	TAKS Objective
	Reading / Critical Thinking/Strategies/
Literary Devices
	TAKS Prep Materials
	Discussion and Enrichment
	Test Taking Skills

	5
	10B
7H

12A

12D


	Objective 2

The student will demonstrate an understanding of the effects of literary elements and techniques in culturally diverse written texts.
Objective 3

The student will demonstrate the ability to analyze and critically evaluate culturally diverse written texts and visual representations.
	Close Reading

Rereading

Monitoring Own Reading

Finding Personal Connections to the Text
 Highlighting important details

Characterization
Theme

Conflict

Point of View

Analyzing a Magazine Cover
	Grade 9 TAKS Released 2006 

“A Horse for Matthew” and “Hello, Old Paint” 


	Reread key passages that give clues to the conflict Matthew experiences.
List down Matthew’s characteristics alongside Sundance’s. What are common between the two of them?

Highlight passages that reflect the idea that humans and animals can share a strong and satisfying bond or friendship. Discuss.

Question for Readers:
How does the first person narrator help you understand the characters in the story?

Prompt for Writers:

Describe a time in your life you took care of a pet.


	Answer the multiple choice and open-ended questions.

Students will practice highlighting key passages to support certainty of  the correctness of the answers for the multiple –choice questions.

Use the reading rubric for self-scoring


	Week
	TEKS
	TAKS Objective
	Reading / Critical Thinking/Strategies/
Literary Devices
	TAKS Prep Materials
	Discussion and Enrichment
	Test Taking Skills

	6
	6B,C,E,F
	Obj 1

The student will demonstrate a basic understanding of culturally diverse written texts.
	Reflecting

Seeing the Big Picture
	Grade 9 TAKS Released 2003:  A Brother in Need / My Bold Bother Carmen

Released 2004:  The Friendship/

Magic Pablo

Released 2006:
A Horse for Matthew/ Hello, Old Paint 

Gr 9 Revised TAKS Information Booklet- The Night Before Thanksgiving/The Kindness of Strangers


	Examine all the vocabulary test items.

Teacher models the use of the differences between a dictionary and a thesaurus.
Examine the sample test questions  from the 9th Grade releases test (refer to handout)

Question for Readers:

What expectations do you have of yourself in relation to the 9th gr. TAKS?

Prompt for Writers:

What for you  are the most important skills you have learned in this 6 weeks of TAKS Preparation?
	Review the test items that deal will vocabulary.
Teacher will model through think aloud how to arrive at the best answer through process of elimination.




