Short Story, Myth, Tall Tale

	Crafting the Story as described by respected authors
	TEKS

	“As soon as a writer ‘learns to write,’ as soon as he knows what he is going to find, and discovers a way to say what he knew all along, or worse still, a way to say nothing, he is finished.”  

Flannery O’Connor
	8(A) Read to be entertained, to appreciate a writer’s craft, to be informed, to take action, and to discover models to use in his/her own writing

	“Stories come from dreams, waking and sleeping,  They come from life, yours and the lives of others. This intuitive grasp of how things are allows the writer to see, compassionately, into the human predicament, the predicament of men and women who find themselves, at particular crossroads in their lives, afflicted by doubts, demoralized by crises, or deluded by false values.  And the writer is responsible for the fate of these characters… [and] has to make what happens to them make sense.  In the chaos of random events, the writer looks for a meaning.” 

Rick DeMarinis The Art and Craft of the Short Story

	8(D)interpret the possible influences of the historical context on a literary work

11(D)describe the development of plot and identify conflicts and how they are addressed and resolved

	“Say everything that has to be said in as few words as possible.” 

Ernest Hemingway
	12(A)analyze characteristics of clear text such as conciseness, correctness and completeness



	The end of the story leaves the reader with an epiphany (inspiration, unspoken moral, theme, advice).
	12(B)evaluate the credibility of information sources and determine the writer’s motives




“…the plot, being an imitation of an action, must imitate one action and that a whole, the structural union of the parts being such that, if any one of them is displaced or removed, the whole will be disjointed and disturbed.  For a thing whose presence or absence make no visible difference, is not an organic part of the whole”  (Aristotle).  

Chapter VIII. 4, in S. H. Butcher, Aristotle’s Theory of Poetry and Fine Art, 4th ed. (New York: Dover Publications, Inc., 1951), p.35.

   Short Story, Tall Tale, Myth, and Drama

Activity:  By altering and analyzing integral parts of text, students learn how authors develop plot, style, characterization, and mood.  Using the resources listed, choose one of the options below to analyze a specific story and report orally or as a group.  Or, use two or more selections to compare.
	CHARACTER
	DICTION
	SITUATION
	ENVIRONMENT
	INFLUENCES

	Omit character
	Include/omit slang or dialect
	Alter situation
	Vary environment
	Modify conflict

	Change protagonist into antagonist
	Rewrite as a children’s story
	Exchange cultures
	Alter historical context
	Shift influences from one character to another

	Extension activities

and level three questions for discussion and 

writing topics.
	Read movie and book critiques in newspapers, Rolling Stones on-line, Siskel and Ebert, USA Today, or  magazines and write a critique (not a summary).
	Is the theme universal – applied to any culture, person? Are the characters flat or round? Is the story entertaining?
	Does the situation create the character?  If so, will the character, whether good or bad, remain the same in a totally different situation/environment?
	Are people born the way they are, or do they choose to be the way they are?  Use examples from various sources and logical arguments to illustrate.


Resources for the activity above from McDougal Littell’s The Language of Literature:
Grade 9, Unit 5, Part 2: Illusion and Reality - Point of View



Literature in Performance video of “The Open Window”



Comparing Literature:  Assessment practice



Art:  “Voice I”



Writing Workshop: “Cause and Effect Essay”




Revising: Using transitional words and phrases




Editing:
  Clauses as Fragments


Grade 10, Unit 1, Part 1: The Price of Progress



Literature in Performance video of “Harrison Bergeron”



Author Study of Ray Bradbury



Writing Workshop: Opinion Statement




Revising skill: refining topic sentences




Editing skill: Pronoun-Antecedent agreement

	TEKS
	Activity
	Resources
	Assessment

	(1)(A) The student writes in a variety of forms using effective word choice, structure, and sentence forms with emphases on organizing logical arguments with clearly related definitions, theses, and evidence; write persuasively; write to report and describe; and write poems and plays.
	Using new vocabulary and literary terms, establish characters, plot, and create an original story and critique using terms correctly. 

· Create rubric for peer evaluation of the stories

· Evaluate using peer review process

· Edit

· Trade stories and write a formal review based upon the TEKS

Compare the author’s style of an assigned story or message to:

· a self-selected author

· another genre.
	Test Generator (McDL)

Students use study guides which include:

· Vocabulary

· Terms

· Study questions

· Historical applications

· Definition of the genre
	Criterion referenced test using McDL Test Generator. Student demonstrates understanding by:

· analyzing text, 

· producing an original written text, 

· presenting an oral interpretation,

· responding to the text, or

· taking a teacher-made test based upon a teacher-generated study guide.
SAT

Analogies:

Measure knowledge of the meanings of words, the ability to see a relationship in a pair of words, and the ability to recognize a similar or parallel relationship.

	(1)(E)Employ precise language to communicate ideas clearly and concisely (12th)

(6)The student uses a variety of strategies to read unfamiliar words and to build vocabulary

(6)(E)Use reference material such as glossary, dictionary, thesaurus, and available technology to determine precise meanings and usage
	Create:

· vocabulary map

· wall chart

· vocabulary journal

· vocabulary deck

· vocabulary picture poster

Discuss nuances of words.

Substitute specific words in a text and discuss how the meaning of the text changes with the new word substitution.
	Dictionary

Thesaurus

The Language of Literature (McDL)Grade 9-12, Unit 1 & 3 “Language Focus”
	

	(7)(D)Construct images such as graphic organizers based on text descriptions and text structures. 

(7)(H)Draw inferences such as conclusions, generalizations, and predictions and support them with text evidence and experience. 

(7)(I)Use study strategies such as skimming and scanning, note taking, outlining, and using study guide questions to better understand texts.
	Create original short story in comic book form using new vocabulary correctly.

Create a satire of a written work.

Keep a dialectic journal while reading the text.  At intervals set by the teacher, students pause in their reading to 

· ask questions inspired by the text

· describe examples of figurative language in the text

· predict or name options for the characters

· make personal connections.

Students create questions based on three different levels:

· Level One: The answer to this question must be found in the text but it may include inference.

· Level Two: The answer to this question must be discovered by interpreting, inferring, or analyzing text.

· Level Three: This question is based on a generalization. (e.g., Silence is golden.  “Is silence always best?”
	The Language of Literature (McDL)

Grade 9, Unit 1

“The Power of Storytelling”

Grade 10, Unit 3, Part 1: Plot

Grade 11, Unit 1, Part 1: Time Line

Grade 12, Unit 1, Part 2: Author Study
	TAKS

(4)  The student will generate a written composition that develops/supports/elaborates the central idea stated in a given topic.

ACT Test Objectives

Analyze the relationship among ideas in written material.

Critical Reading:

SAT

Measure the ability to read and think carefully about several different reading passages from 400-800 words long containing a shared issue or theme.


	TEKS
	Activity
	Resources
	Assessment

	(8)(A)Read to be entertained, to appreciate a writer’s craft, to be informed, to take action, and to discover models to use in his/her own writing.


	· Create a commercial (TV or radio) to advertise the publication or to denounce the message of this work.

· Create a book jacket, poster, collage, or sculpture using symbolism or imagery to denote themes or generalizations from the text.

· Use this author’s style, form, syntax, diction, or structure and create original material.

· Propose a logical argument (oral or written) and details to justify the argument.  Identify the argument by type.  Modify the argument by using a different appeal or vary the argument.
	The Language of Literature (McDL)

Grade 9, Unit 5, Part 1

“Writing Workshop: short story”

	TAKS

Write in a variety of forms with an emphasis on persuasive forms, (such as logical argument and expression of opinion)  personal forms, such as response to literature, reflective essay, (and autobiographical narrative, and literary forms, such as poems, plays, and stories)

	(9)(A)Recognize distinctive and shared characteristics of cultures through reading

(11)Analyze literary elements for their contributions to meaning in literary texts.

(11)(A)Recognize the theme within a text.

(11)(B)Analyze the relevance of setting and time frame to text’s meaning

(11)(C)Discribe the development of plot and idntify

(11)(E)Connect literature to historical contexts, current events and his/her own experiences(10th and 11th).


	· Make a list of the elements of a short story.  Use a comic strip sequence to identify those elements.

· Be a movie producer and turn your favorite story into a movie.

· Consider the historical context of the movie.   Make adaptations to the story or setting based upon historical events.

· Make adaptations to an existing story using identifiable 

· Create a Dramatization of an event for the class.

· Create a Characterization by describing costumes, job descriptions, and belongings of a character that illustrate his/her character.

· Create your own short story (comic book, tall tale, myth, biographical)  Include all story elements, characterization or archetypes, cultural implications, timeless themes
	Video:  Literature in Performance (McDL)

“Comparing Literature of the World” selections

Grade 9,10,11, or 12
	AP Test Objective

Students should have knowledge of literary history and the times in which some texts were written so that they can see a historical work in its original context as well as in the context of human experience today.



	(12)(B) Evaluate the credibility of information sources and determine writer’s motives.

(C)Analyze text to evaluate the logical argument and to determine the mode of reasoning used such as induction and deduction.

(13)(B)Locate appropriate print and non-print information using texts and technical resources, periodicals and book indices, including databases and the internet.
	· Compare the art of communicating  verbally and the art of producing written messages

· Determine the characteristics of a valid critique.

· Create an original work by applying effective critique characteristics from a model

· Create an illogical argument for the same critique.

Since a short story, myth, or tall tale is usually streamlined, discuss the details that the plot and characterization focus upon.  Discuss the implications.
	Writing Coach  technology software (McDL),

Grade 9, Unit 3, Part 1

“Persuasive Speech”, and

Communication Handbook
	SAT Test Objectives

Reading questions may ask to identify cause and effect, the relationships the passages have to one another, or to the whole, recognize inferences and implications, follow logic of an argument or recognize inconsistencies of an argument.


Grade 11, Unit 1, Part 1: In Harmony with Nature


	Literature in Performance video of 


Fox and Coyote and Whale


	Writing Workshop: Observation and Description


		Revising skill: elaborating with sensory details


		Editing skill: modifier placement


		Sentence crafting:  achieving sentence variety





Grade 12, Unit 1, Part 3: Literature from the Bible


	Use of Internet research resources


	Writing Workshop: Report


		Revising skill: analyzing word parts – Roots


		Sentence crafting: using adverbs and adverb phrases








