COMPOSITION

A Letter to Frederick Douglass

For this composition, you will write a letter to Frederick Douglass, explaining how you feel about his autobiography “The Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, An American Slave.”

Consider Frederick Douglass’s AUDIENCE and PURPOSE for writing his autobiography.  When you are writing your letter, I want you to put yourself in the position of one of the following audience members:

· A white slave owner in the South

· A white person in a Northern “Free State.”

· A black “free person” who can read and write

· A black slave who has learned to read and to write.
· A white United States Congressman

Use your imagination and critical thinking skills to put yourself in the mind of one of these people.  Respond to Douglass with a letter.

THE PURPOSE OF YOUR LETTER
The purpose of this letter is to let Douglass know what you think of his book.  For this reason, you must include at least three quotations from his book, and an explanation of what you thought of each quotation.  We call these quotations “textual evidence.”

Ultimately, the letter should be about one polished page of notebook paper, front and back.
Here is a good way to start:

Dear Mr. Douglass,

My name is Harold Painter.  I am a free man in the state of New York.  A friend of mine recently passed along a copy of your book, and I am writing to let you know how your autobiography affected me.  

The time that you spent on Mr. Covey’s plantation reminded me of a time that I spent in Mississippi, particularly the part where you write ““It was never too hot or too cold; it could never rain, blow, hail, or snow too hard” for us to work.  Back in Mississippi, our master was the same way.   Some days, it would be so hot, I thought my feet would melt into the burning black soil.

