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INTRODUCTION

The purpose of English III is to develop your communication and critical thinking skills.  That means you will learn to be an excellent writer, reader, listener, and speaker.  In the 21st century, it is imperative that you are able to communicate effectively to express yourself and to get what you want out of life.  All of you want to graduate from high school and achieve your goals.  In order to do that, you have to pass the Exit Level English Language Arts TAKS test.  This class will give you the tools you need to pass that test, and countless other tests in the years to come.  
Expect to be writing constantly.  This year you will write journals, stories, research papers, business documents, speeches, and more.  We will take your writing skills and sharpen them until they gleam like a samurai sword.

Expect to be reading constantly.  The focus of English III is American literature.  You will be immersed in the proud tradition of arts and letters in this country.  As we move along, we will critically analyze the history and culture of the United States and other nations around the world. 

Expect to use your own mind and discover new things independently.  Take a minute to review the previous three paragraphs.  Do you see any words that you do not understand?  How could you find out what those words mean?  In this class, do not expect your teacher to give you answers to questions that you can answer on your own.  

YOUR TEACHER


Mr. Arnold graduated from the University of Oregon with a degree in Journalism.  He has worked as a newspaper reporter and in the fields of advertising and publishing.  He taught writing at the University of Oregon and Houston ISD before moving to Brownsville.  This is his third year at Lopez High School.
OUR BIG GOAL
· 100% of students will master the TAKS English Language Arts exam. 
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TIME MANAGEMENT

Researchers have found that literacy scores can be improved by one grade level for each 35-45 hours of tutoring (Literacy Volunteers of America).  We have more than 150 hours together in this class over the course of the school year.  We will not waste time in this class. 

With this in mind it is absolutely necessary for you to attend every class, and to attend on time.  You will be issued one restroom pass every six weeks.  Use this pass wisely.  If you need another pass, you will lose 2 points from your six week grade.  If you can manage your personal needs and pass the entire six weeks without using a bathroom pass, you can trade that pass for 2 points added to your six week grade.  
REQUIRED MATERIALS


You will be required to bring these materials to class every day beginning with the first Thursday of the year (August 24, 2006).  These materials can be purchased at Wal-Mart or any dollar store for less than $5.00.  They will be the only materials you will need for the entire year.

· One three ring binder, any size, exclusively for this class
· 100 sheets of college ruled notebook paper every six weeks

· 4 notebook dividers exclusively for this class
· 3 black or blue pens

THE CLASS RULES
There are five simple rules for success in this class.  Following these rules will ensure your success in this class.

1. Come to class every day, and come to class on time.

2. Bring all of the required materials to class every day.

3. Do not talk when the teacher is talking.
4. Follow the teacher’s directions.

5. Complete all assigned work.                       
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THE ZERO TOLERANCE LIST


The following will absolutely not be tolerated in this class.  You will find yourself in trouble very quickly if you choose to ignore the items on this list.  I reserve the right to add to this list at any time.

· DISRESPECTING PEERS

· DISRESPECTING TEACHERS

· CELL PHONES

· MUSIC PLAYERS AND ANY OTHER ELECTRONIC DEVICES
· MAKE-UP

· SLEEPING

· DISRUPTIVE TALKING

· PASSING NOTES

· FOOD OR DRINKS

· INAPPROPRIATE LANGUAGE

CONSEQUENCES

If you choose to break the five simple rules for success, or to violate The Zero Tolerance List, you have also chosen one of the following consequences:

· Warning

· Phone Call Home

· Student-Teacher Conference

· Detention

· Student-Teacher-Parent Conference

· Office Referral

BENEFITS OF SUCCESS

If you choose to abide by the rules, to avoid things on The Zero Tolerance List, and to work hard in this class, you have chosen to earn the following benefits:

· Improved Literacy

· Expanded Classroom Privileges
· No Final Examination

· Letters of Recommendation From Mr. Arnold
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ATTENDANCE AND TARDY POLICY


Consistent and timely attendance is crucial to your success in this class.  Students who choose to attend class consistently may be offered the opportunity to skip the final exam.  Students who choose to miss class consistently will jeopardize their opportunity to earn credit in this class.  Students who choose to be tardy will take responsibility for the consequences.

Absolutely no credit appeals will be granted for any reason.
GRADING


Daily grades are worth 33.3% of your final grade.  Test grades are worth 66.7% of your final grade.  

Daily grades include: homework, binder checks, thinking maps, group work, class presentations and participation.  

Test Grades Include: tests, quizzes, essays, projects, speeches and book reports.
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Daily Grades

Test Grades
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LATE ASSIGNMENTS AND MAKE-UP WORK

Assignments for this class are due when the bell rings.  Students who are absent for an assignment will have precisely the number of days that they were absent to complete the missing work.
FEEDBACK

I would like to know what you have to say about this class and about your life here at Lopez High School.  Feel free to send me a memo.  Complete the memo form and turn it in.  I promise to read it promptly and respond within 48 hours.  You will have the opportunity to mark the memo as public or private.  Public memos will be shared with the class on Friday afternoons.

CLOSING

I may not know you, but I am already proud of you for having the perseverance and dedication required to advance to your junior year of high school.  You are sitting here in class today because you have made good choices in your life.

I have high expectations for my students, but I do not expect you to be perfect.  I do expect you to have the discipline, respect, curiosity, and intelligence appropriate for your age.  I expect you to give me your very best every day.  

PREPARE YOURSELF FOR A GREAT YEAR!
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“Some people want it to happen, some wish it would happen, others make it happen.”


                                                                                           - Michael Jordan
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