Sample Unit Assessments    Twelfth Grade English

The Open-Book Selection tests are found in The Language of Literature Formal Assessment.
(Note:  These assessments should ideally be combined with short quizzes and frequent checks for understanding throughout the duration of each unit.  In addition, the grammar addressed in the mini-lessons in each unit should be reinforced through assessment.)

Unit One – The Anglo-Saxon and Medieval Periods


Part One – Open-Book Test, pp. 15-16  


Part Two – Open-Book Test, pp. 29-30


Part Three – Open-Book Test, pp. 39-40

Tiered Assessments for Unit One

A. Create a collage of heroic images.

B. Interview five people from three different generations about what they consider to be heroic.  Use the same questions for each person you interview.  

C. Write an essay comparing epic heroes with heroes of today.

Unit Two – The English Renaissance


Part One – Open-Book Test, pp. 51-52


Part Two – Open-Book Test, pp. 63-64


Part Three – Open-Book Test, pp. 83-84

Tiered Assessments for Unit Two

      A.  Select a song about love that you like.  Print the lyrics and highlight the sensory 
language incorporated in the song.  Identify the speaker and rephrase his or her 
thoughts.

      B.  Research the origins of the word ambition.  Find all the negative and positive  
connotations that you can.  Find also the synonyms and antonyms.  Present your 
findings on a poster board.

      C.  Think about a time when you had to defend your opinion on a particular issue.  
Recreate the scene and recount what transpired.  Were you successful?  What did 
you learn about yourself?  What did you discover about the person with whom 
you were speaking?

Unit Three – The Restoration and Enlightenment


Part One – Open-Book Test, pp. 95-96


Part Two – Open-Book Test, pp. 107-108


Part Three – Open-Book Test, pp. 119-120

Tiered Assessments for Unit Three

A. Create a collage of images designed to persuade viewers to support a particular brand, cause, or political party.

B. Write a letter to the editor of the newspaper in response to an article or issue you feel strongly about.

C. Find a newspaper or magazine editorial and respond to the arguments presented in the editorial.  You may defend, disagree with, or qualify the points made in the editorial.

Unit Four – The Flowering of Romanticism


Part One – Open-Book Test, pp. 139-140


Part Two – Open-Book Test, pp. 149-150

Tiered Assessments for Unit Four

A. Create a collage depicting as many facets of nature – the natural world – as you can.

B. Create a list of ten similes and ten metaphors using a facet of nature as the comparison  (e.g., “It was raining cats and dogs.”).  Be original, however!

C. Select one of the poems from this unit and explain how the imagery reinforces the theme.

Unit Five – The Victorians


Part One – Open-Book Test, pp. 165-166


Part Two – Open-Book Test, pp. 177-178

Tiered Assessments for Unit Five

A. Create a collage of some of the most powerful images reflecting our society today.

B. Interview five people from three different generations.  Ask them what they believe are the most important problems facing our society today.  Then ask what they believe our greatest strengths are.

C. Choose one issue that you believe will be a problem for your generation to confront.  Explain why it will be a problem and address possible solutions.

Unit Six – Emerging Modernism


Part One – Open-Book Test, pp. 201-202


Part Two – Open-Book Test, pp. 217-218

Tiered Assessments for Unit Six

A. Find an essay and a poem or song that work well together in presenting a contemporary issue.  Present them on a poster board, highlighting what you believe the important images are.
B. With a partner (or on your own), research two sides of a contemporary issue.  Summarize each position.  Present each side in an essay, using support from the text.  Avoid emotional “hot-button” emotional issues.  Aim, instead, for issues in which each side makes thoughtful, valid points.
Unit Seven – Contemporary Voices

Part One – Open-Book Test, pp. 235-236


Part Two – Open-Book Test, pp. 247-248

Tiered Assessments for Unit Seven

A. Write a narration about a time when you had to assert yourself.  Recreate the scene through dialogue.

B. Reflect about a time when your behavior changed and became more assertive.  How and why did you become more assertive?  What have been the effects of this change?

