New Legislation Affecting Delivery of PE Instruction

· Senate Bill 530 passed in May 2007

· Raises accountability standards for programs – data collection & analysis

· Students K-5 required to participate in vigorous activity daily (minutes = 30 daily/135  weekly
· In 2008-2009 students 6-8 will participate in 30 minutes of vigorous daily activity (for a total of four semesters in the three years)
· All districts shall assess fitness in students grades 3-12 annually starting 2007-2008

· The assessment software, FITNESSGRAM, will be provided to each district by the state

· The assessment will include:  aerobic capacity (PACER), body composition (BMI and skin fold),  muscular strength (curl ups and push ups) and flexibility (sit and reach)

· Criterion referenced standards specific to the students age and gender are incorporated into the Fitnessgram and will be utilized to assess each student’s level of fitness

· Summary reports will be sent from each LEA (though A.R.E.) to the TEA each year; these will not contain the names of specific students or teachers

· Analysis at the state level will be conducted with the fitness data to see what correlation exists with:  student academic achievement, attendance, obesity, disciplinary problems and the school meal program

· The state level analysis will check effectiveness of coordinated health programs and recommendations will be developed to modify health program requirements or related curriculum
· Students will be referred, as needed,  to the components of the CATCH program if they are identified by the Fitnessgram as needing improvement in their level of fitness

· Information will be made available through the student handbook and the district website to include:  the number of times the SHAC met in the preceding year 

· Local policy in regard to restricting student access to vending machines (in place)

· Local policy in regard to penalties for tobacco use (in place)

· Notice to parents advising student fitness results are available upon request
· PE teachers have been provided training on the Fitness assessment components and  the FITNESSGRAM software; training will continue on staff development “waiver” days

· A district level server has been ordered to support the FITNESSGRAM software

· Computer services is working toward a method to import student data into the FITNESSGRAM software; PE staff will then enter the assessment data for each student tested

· School nurses will measure body composition/body mass index

· The equipment and training needed to comply with the mandate is not in the current budget; the legislation was passed after local budgets were approved.  All ten BISD middle schools qualified for Texas Fitness Now Program grant monies; the grant application was submitted, the NOGA is pending.  

·  UTB may be interested in MOU – upper level UTB students could help with assessments as part of their kinesiology studies/research
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