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Spanish Language Frameworks


	§114.12. Languages Other Than English, Middle School.
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	(a) School districts are strongly encouraged to offer languages other than English in middle school. For districts that offer languages in middle school, the essential knowledge and skills are those designated as Levels I and II – novice progress checkpoint and Levels III and IV – intermediate progress checkpoint, exploratory languages, and cultural and linguistic topics in Subchapter C of this chapter (relating to Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills for Languages Other Than English). 
	(
	
	(See High School Chart 

for Instructional Components Below)

	(b) Students are awarded one unit of high school credit per level for successful completion of the level and one-half to one unit of high school credit for successful completion of a nonsequential course.
	
	
	
	(

	(c) Districts may offer a level of a language in a variety of scheduling arrangements that may extend or reduce the traditional schedule when careful consideration is given to the instructional time available on a campus and the language ability, access to programs, and motivation of students.
	(
	(
	(
	(

	§114.25 Exploratory Languages (One-Half to One Credit).

(a) General requirements.
	
	
	
	

	(1) Exploratory languages is a nonsequential course that can be offered in elementary, middle, or high school. At the high school level, students are awarded one-half to one unit of credit for successful completion of a course.
	(
	
	(
	(

	(2) Using age-appropriate activities, students study selected aspects of one or more languages and cultures and/or develop basic language learning and communicative skills.
	(
	(
	(
	(
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	(b) Introduction. Exploratory courses in languages other than English introduce the student to the study of other languages. Students use components of languages, make observations about languages and cultures, develop language study skills, and/or acquire simple communicative skills by completing one or more of the knowledge and skills for exploratory languages.
	(
	
	
	

	(c) Knowledge and Skills
	
	
	
	

	(1) The student uses components of language. The student is expected to:
	
	
	
	

	(A) participate in different types of language learning activities.
	Vocabulary: nouns
	
	
	

	(B) use the language skills of listening, speaking, reading, and/or writing
	Simple dialogs
	
	
	

	(C) demonstrate an awareness of some aspects of culture in using the language; and
	Greetings, phone etiquette, introductions
	
	
	

	(D) demonstrate an awareness of the subsystems of other languages (such as grammar, vocabulary, and phonology).
	Alphabet, pronunciation rules, tell time
	
	
	

	(2) The student makes observations about languages and cultures. The student is expected to:
	
	
	
	

	(A) compare and contrast features of other languages to English;
	Punctuation, syntax, accents, orthography, cognates
	
	
	

	(B) recognize the role of nonlinguistic elements (such as gestures) in communication;
	Inflections, intonations
	
	
	

	(C) demonstrate an understanding of the fact that human behavior is influenced by culture; and
	Holidays, superstitions, beliefs, folklore
	
	
	

	(D) compare some aspects of other cultures to the student’s own culture.
	Holidays, superstitions, beliefs, folklore
	
	
	

	(3) The student develops language study skills. The student is expected to:
	
	
	
	

	(A) practice different language learning strategies;
	Conjugation of simple verbs in order to communicate conversationally
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	(B) demonstrate an understanding of the fact that making and correcting errors is an important part of learning a language; and
	False cognates
	
	
	

	(C) demonstrate an awareness of language patterns.
	Verb endings, syntax
	
	
	


	§114.21. Implementation of Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills for Languages Other Than English, High School.

The provisions of this subchapter shall supersede §75.62(a)-(g) and (k)-(o) of this title (relating to Other Languages) beginning September 1, 1998
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	§114.22. Levels I and II – Novice Progress Checkpoint (One Credit Per Level).

(a) General requirements.
	
	
	
	

	(1) Levels I and II – Novice progress checkpoint can be offered in elementary, middle, or high school. At the high school level, students are awarded one unit of credit per level for successful completion of the level.
	
	
	
	

	(2) Using age-appropriate activities, students develop the ability to perform the tasks of the novice language learner, when dealing with familiar topics, should:
	
	
	
	

	(A) understand short utterances when listening and respond orally with learned material;
	Vocabulary
	
	
	

	(B) produce learned words, phrases, and sentences when speaking and writing;
	Dialogs, introductions
	
	Directions, commands, adjectives-descriptions
	Elaborate sentences, short paragraphs

	(C) detect main ideas in familiar material when listening and reading;
	Recognize words
	
	Ser/estar, recognize words
	Respond in Spanish 

	(D) make lists, copy accurately, and write from dictation;
	Simple vocabulary
	
	Label items in a picture in Spanish, simple vocabulary
	Draw from oral descriptions/ share

	(E) recognize the importance in communication to know about the culture; and
	Tu/usted, señora/señorita
	
	Tu/usted, señora/señorita
	Imperative mood

	(F) recognize the importance of acquiring accuracy of expression by knowing the components of language, including grammar.
	Simple verb conjugation
	
	Regular verbs, stem changes, introduce irregular verbs
	Tenses – present, past, future, accents, introduce commands

	(3) Students of classical languages use the skills of listening, speaking, and writing to reinforce the skill of reading.
	Nouns, menus, advertisements
	
	Role playing situations, restaurants, movie, grocery store
	Role playing situations, restaurants, movie, grocery store
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	(b) Introduction
	
	
	
	

	(1) Students develop these communication skills by using knowledge of the language, including grammar, and culture, communication and learning strategies, technology, and content from other subject areas to socialize, to acquire and provide information, to express feelings and opinions, and to get others to adopt a course of action. While knowledge of other cultures, connections to other disciplines, comparisons between languages and cultures, and community interaction all contribute to and enhance the communicative language learning experience, communication skills are the primary focus of language acquisition.
	
	
	(
	(

	(2) Students of languages other than English gain the knowledge to understand cultural practices (what people do) and products (what people create) and to increase their understanding of other cultures as well as to interact with members of those cultures. Through the learning of languages other than English, students obtain the tools and develop the context needed to connect with other subject areas and to use the language to acquire information and reinforce other areas of study. Students of languages other than English develop an understanding of the nature of language, including grammar, and culture and use this knowledge to compare languages and cultures and to expand insight into their own language and culture. Students enhance their personal and public lives and meet the career demands of the 21st century by using languages other than English to participate in communities in Texas, in other states, and around the world.
	
	
	(
	(
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	(C) Knowledge and skills.
	
	
	
	

	(1) Communication. The student communicates in a language other than English using the skills of listening, speaking, reading, and writing. The student is expected to:
	
	
	
	

	(A) engage in oral and written exchanges of learned material to socialize and to provide and obtain information; and
	Tell time, weather descriptions, seasons
	
	Tell time, weather descriptions, seasons
	Situations

	(B) demonstrate understanding of simple, clearly spoken, and written language such as simple stories, high-frequency commands, and brief instructions when dealing with familiar topics; and
	Simple commands
	
	Short phrases
	More complex sentences, short essays

	(C) present information using familiar words, phrases, and sentences to listeners and readers.
	Write simple phrases about a picture
	
	Describe meal in phrases
	Summarize movie plot, descriptive paragraph, family

	(2) Cultures: The student gains knowledge and understanding of other cultures. The student is expected to:
	
	
	
	

	(A) demonstrate an understanding of the practices (what people do) and how they are related to the perspectives (how people perceive things) of the cultures studied; and
	Customs – quinceañera, fiesta, pachangas, extended families
	
	Customs – quinceañera, fiesta, pachangas, extended families
	Dichos, proverbs

	(B) demonstrate an understanding of the products (what people create) and how they are related to the perspectives (how people perceive things) of the cultures studied.
	Food, calendar
	
	Food, arts/crafts, piñatas, mola, calendar
	Mayas, Aztecas, Incas, calaveras

	(3) Connections. The student uses the language to make connections with other subject areas and to acquire information. The student is expected to:
	
	
	
	

	(A) use resources (that may include technology) in the language and cultures being studied to gain access to information; and 
	Technology, internet, newspaper
	
	Technology, internet, newspaper
	Technology, internet, newspaper, power point presentation

	(B) use the language to obtain, reinforce, or expand knowledge of other subject areas.
	Music, Geography, use mathematical (basic) concepts to prepare food presentations
	
	History – Mexican/ American war, use mathematical concepts to prepare food presentations
	History – Mexican/ American war, Alamo, Treaty of Guadalupe, use mathematical concept to prepare a holiday celebration
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	(4) Comparisons. The student develops insight into the nature of language and culture by comparing the student’s own language and culture to another. The student is expected to:
	
	
	
	

	(A) demonstrate an understanding of the nature of language through comparisons of the student’s own language and the language studied; and
	Syntax
	
	Accents, syntax
	Oral and orthographical accents, syntax

	(B) demonstrate an understanding of the concept of culture through comparisons of the student’s own culture and cultures studied; and
	Holidays, customs
	
	Holidays, customs
	Holidays, customs

	(C) demonstrate an understanding of the influence of one language and culture on another.
	Holidays, customs
	
	Holidays, customs
	Holidays, customs

	(5) Communities. The student participates in communities at home and around the world by using languages other than English. The student is expected to:
	
	
	
	

	(A) use the language both within and beyond the school setting through activities such as participating in cultural events and using technology to communicate.
	Participate in Latin American festivities, cultural field trips, power point presentations
	
	Participate in Latin American festivities, cultural field trips, power point presentations
	Participate in Latin American festivities, cultural field trips, power point presentations

	(B) Show evidence of becoming a lifelong learner by using the language for personal enrichment and career development.
	Research of career opportunities where Spanish is an advantage, participation in symposiums of guest speakers who work in Spanish speaking careers
	
	Research of career opportunities where Spanish is an advantage, participation in symposiums of guest speakers who work in Spanish speaking careers
	Research of career opportunities where Spanish is an advantage, participation in symposiums of guest speakers who work in Spanish speaking careers, mock resume and job applications, journal entries
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