Sample Question Stems for Each Objective

	TAKS
	Reading
	Sample Question Stems (grade level)

	Obj 1
	Basic Understanding of texts

· Vocabulary (roots, prefixes/suffixes, multiple-meaning words)

· Context and syntactic clues

· Word origins

· Connotation/denotation

· Figurative language\

· Supporting details

· Main idea

· summary
	1. He didn’t sail up the river because…(6)

2. In paragraph 3 of the newspaper article, the description of the AAU as “deaf to Thorpe’s plea” means…(7)
3. Which of these best summarizes the letter? (7)

4. The word tarnish helps the reader understand Thorpe’s…(7)

5. The fact that John’s father trusts him to care for the family’s cattle makes him proud because…?(8)

6. What are paragraphs 4-6 mainly about? (8)

7. Why was John trying to raise money? (9)

8. Gallico becomes a sportswriter because…(10)

9. What word from paragraph 14 helps the reader understand croup? (11)

	Obj 2
	 Knowledge of literary elements to understand texts

· setting

· plot development

· character analysis

· problem resolution

· conflict

· point of view

· literary devices
	10. Why didn’t the crew trust Hudson when he told them he didn’t think he would be punished?(6)

11. In paragraph 3, what does the author mean when he says he “felt a strange mixture of longing and dread”?(6)

12. Which of these statements reflects his attitude in the story?(8)

13. By telling the story in John’s point of view, the author helps the reader understand…(8)

14. What did the bank account symbolize?(9)

15. She chooses her words carefully when she talks about the other class because…(10)

16. The author uses a simile because…(11)

	Obj 3
	Use of strategies to analyze texts

· distinguish and compare different forms of text

· features of familiar genres

· internal consistency and progression of ideas

· similarities and differences across texts

· purposes of different types of texts

· author’s perspective/point of view

· graphic organizers
	17. The advantage of telling this story from the narrator’s point of view is that it helps the reader understand why…(6)

18. The following diagram shows some details from the article. Which main idea belongs in the box?(7)

19. A letter criticizing the decision to allow professional athletes to participate in the Olympics could not have been written prior to 1981 because…(7)

20. Why does John find it hard to concentrate on the herd?(8)

	Obj 4
	Application of critical thinking skills to analyze texts

· Inferences – conclusions, predictions, generalizations with textual support

· Fact and opinion in editorials, persuasive selections, advertisements

· Connection of ideas and themes

· Organization of ideas
	21. Which sentence best shows that…(5)

22. The tone of paragraph 5 can be described as…(6)

23. Which of these following best describes the organization of the last two paragraphs?(7)

24. From the information, the reader can conclude…(8)

25. The author’s choice of words creates a mood of…(8)

26. What is the significance of…(9)

27. The author changes the time frame in order to (10)

28. What is one symbol of cultural heritage used by both authors? (11)


	WRITING

Obj 5

(peer editing)
	Usage and word choice in the context of peer editing

· Standard English usage, word choice
· Subject-verb agreement

· Adj/adverbs

· Verb tenses

· Pronoun case

· Homonyms
	ESSAY (revision & editing)

ESSAY (student generated)

	WRITING

Obj 6
	Proofreading in the context of peer editing

· Correct capitalization, Correct punctuation, Accurate spelling

· Accurate contractions and possessives

*All Revising and Editing Objectives will be  assessed together
	



Strategies for Improving Student Papers








