PARTNER READING

Step One:

Set Up

· Partners

· Same Reading Passage

· Roles
Step Two:

Practice Reading

· Partners alternate reading same passage for 3 minutes

· Partner #1 uses Error Correction Techniques

Step Three:

Timed Reading 

(best reading)

· Partners alternate reading same passage for 1 minute

· Finger on last word

Step Four:

Chart

· Students count words and chart data

Step Five:

Students Ask Questions

· What did you learn first?

· What did you learn next?

· Who or what was the passage about?

· What were the most important parts?

1. What TEKS components contribute to reading fluency?

2. What is reading fluency?

3. What is the theory of automaticity?

4. What are the characteristics of fluent and struggling oral readers?

5. Can you describe the skills and knowledge of reading fluency as specified in the TEKS?

6. How does Partner Reading work?

7. What kind of research supports efforts like Partner Reading?

8. What different kinds of reading fluency errors will you be focusing on?

What TEKS components contribute to reading fluency?

The Communication Strand

· Listening to correctly pronounced words contributes to effective oral communication – speaking.

· Reading words used correctly in sentences promotes effective written communication – writing.

· Viewing graphs, charts, pictures, symbols and using these to represent information promotes understanding of representative communication.

What is reading fluency?

Fluency means reading at an appropriate rate, (speed) with intonation, pitch, stress, and phrasing.

According to research:

· Oral reading fluency represents the ability to read words as wholes (word recognition) with accuracy, and an appropriate rate (speed) in connected text (Samuels 1976).

· Reading fluency is characterized by rate and “effortlessness” which students exhibit as they move through the text (Adams 1990).

· Fluent readers understand text structure, use appropriate intonation, and have few interruptions (Adams 1990).

· Reading fluency is an important skill for older students to possess because of the large quantities of text students must read for school assignments (Bryant and Rivera 1997).

What is automaticity?

Instantaneous identification of words.

Automaticity does not guarantee successful comprehension – it does free the reader to give conscious attention to comprehending text.

What are the characteristics of fluent and struggling oral readers?

Fluent readers demonstrate. . .

· familiarity with the text.

· rich vocabulary.

· an accurate and appropriate reading rate.

· automatic word recognition skills so that attention can be devoted to meaning.

· phrasing, or they seem to be able to process “chunks” of text as they read.

· an awareness of syntactic features

· ability to self-correct errors

Struggling writers demonstrate . . .

· problems with accuracy and rate

· continued difficulties with phonology, language structure, and decoding

· basic word recognition difficulties

· limited sight vocabulary

· word-by-word reading reflecting a lack of sensitivity to grammatical boundaries

Can you describe the skills and knowledge of reading fluency as specified in the TEKS?

The student reads with fluency and understanding in texts at appropriate difficulty levels.

(a) Reads regularly in independent-level materials (with at least 95% accuracy) and in instructional-level materials (90-95% accuracy).

(b) Demonstrates characteristics of fluent and effective readers.

(c) Adjusts reading rate based on purposes for reading.

(d) Reads aloud in selected texts in ways that both reflect understanding of the text and engage the listeners.

How does Partner Reading work?

Partner Reading is a reading fluency technique designed to help students develop more accurate and fluent word recognition skills in connected text.

Partner Reading involves:

· Oral reading

· Regular practice/modeling

· Error correction strategies

· Comprehension questions

· Charting of rate progress

What kind of research supports efforts like Partner Reading?

Research shows that:

+

· Rereading the same passage leads to improved fluency and comprehension

· New reading passages should contain words similar to previously read passages

· Rereading passages provides the type of practice that promotes fluency

· Rereading passages is a widely used technique to assist struggling readers in becoming more fluent readers

· Speed (rate) is the best way to measure fluency

· Charting is a good tool for measuring and monitoring student progress

· Charting contributes to student achievement because it is motivating for students to chart their progress

· Charting can be done by teachers and students

What different kinds of reading fluency errors will you be focusing on?

Word recognition errors such as:

· Omissions:  omits a word

The dog ran across (the) street.

· Substitutions:  says one word for another

The (boy instead of dog) ran across the street.

· Reversals:  reverses letters in a word

The boy replied (on instead of no) to the 

question.

· Hesitations:  does not say a word within four seconds

Reading fluency errors such as:

· Meaning (semantics)
reads “crunched” for “crushed”

· Function (syntax)

reads “ran” for “runs”

· Graphic/phonemic
reads “fatalies” for “fatalities”

Ability to process “chunks” of text as they read:

When riding a bicycle/the cyclist should be aware/of safety precautions/so that/accidents can be prevented.

