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Instructions for Teachers

Thank you for involving your seventh and eighth grade students in the 2010 Do the Write Thing Challenge.

The Challenge satisfies a number of objectives from the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills curriculum in English/Language Arts, Social Studies, and Health, and it complements character building and drug abuse prevention programs.

Please review the attached information for program rules and deadlines.
· All student writers will receive a Certificate of Recognition.

· Entries must be submitted in the form that they are received from the student writer. 

· Submit all student writings.

· Do not screen or grade student writings.  Editing for content, grammar, or spelling by someone other than the student is not permitted. 

· REQUIRED: Return a completed Teacher Survey (attached) and submit with your packaged student writings. The Student Consent Form will not contain school or teacher information. The Teacher Survey will ensure all student writings are posted with the correct teacher and school data.  

· Important!!!  No Fictional Writings in essays.
· Your school must submit a minimum of 25 papers to be considered for a school finalist and 50 papers to be considered for the National Finalist competition. 
· Submit all writings to your District Coordinator by November 30, 2009. 
        (Students must staple the following together)
· The Student/Parent Consent Form (attached)

· The original writing

· One photocopy of the original writing
For more information, please visit us at (www.dtwtx.com) 

2010 Teacher Survey - (REQUIRED) 

Return a completed Teacher Survey with your packaged student writings. 

This will ensure all student writings are posted with the correct teacher and school data.
(This year’s Student Consent Form will not contain school or teacher information)
__________________________________________________________________________________

Dr._ Mr._Ms._Mrs._ Teachers First Name:  (please print)             Last Name: (please print)

Name of School:____________________________________________________________________

Address of School:__________________________________________________________________

                              ___________________________________________________________________
                                                    City:                                                          Zip Code:
School Phone Number:  (           )_______________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

Dr._ Mr._Ms._Mrs. Principals First Name:   (please print)         Last Name:  (please print) 

Questions 1 and 2 (required)

1.  How many of your students submitted writings for the 2010 Challenge?        ____________

      2.    Did you have a classroom discussion about violence before your students prepared their                    writings for the 2010 Challenge?   (yes)    or     (no) 

             How many of your students participated (were present) for the discussion?     ___________
      3.   Comments 
Optional questions

4.   What (in your opinion) were the top three causes of violence identified by your students?

5.   What (in your opinion) were the top three solutions for violence identified by your students?

 Student Writings must be packaged together with this survey. 

Student, Teacher, and School Recognition

Local Level 
The Do the Write Thing Executive Committee coordinates the program locally. The Committee will organize a local recognition ceremony to honor the boy and girl from each participating school who submit the best entries. The students’ parents, teachers, principal, and superintendent will be invited to the Recognition Ceremony.  The committee will publish the writings of all School Finalists, and distribute the book to civic leaders. 

LOCAL DtWT CONTACT:

Liz Avitia, Coordinator

Do the WRITE Thing Brownsville/Cameron County

Health QUEST Lead Teacher

Brownsville Independent School District

1900 Price Road, Suite 202. 956-698-0149
Houston/Harris County/State - DtWT contacts: 

(713) 755-4005

Diane Jacobs email:  jacobs_diane@dao.hctx.net

Debbi Braman email:   braman_debbi@dao.hctx.net  
State Level

The Executive Committee Readers Panel selects, from among the School Finalists, the top two girl and boy authors as National Finalists, and two runners-up as State Finalists. These students, their parent/guardian, and teacher are invited, as honored guests, to the leadership summit in Austin, which includes three days of recognition activities. Among these is the student congress, which drafts a platform stating the principles that constitute a decent society. The students present it in the Chamber of the Texas House of Representatives on Do the Write Thing Day in Texas.  There are eleven Challenge programs in Texas:  Austin, Beaumont, Brownsville, Corpus Christi, Dallas, El Paso, Houston, Lubbock, Odessa, San Antonio and Victoria. 

National Level

The two National Finalists, along with each Finalist’s teacher and one parent or guardian will be invited by the National Campaign to Stop Violence to attend the Do the Write Thing Challenge National Recognition Week activities in Washington, D.C., in July of 2011. 

During past National Recognition Weeks, National Finalists from jurisdictions around the U.S. have met with the Secretary of the Department of Education, the Attorney General of the United States, and members of Congress to discuss the problem of violence. In addition, students have been honored at embassy receptions hosted by the Ambassador to the United States from the State of Kuwait. A book containing their writings was placed in the Library of Congress. 

Deadline for Submission

All entries, with Cover Sheet/Consent Form attached, must be received in the office of 
Liz Avitia, Coordinator

Do the WRITE Thing Brownsville/Cameron County

Health QUEST Lead Teacher

Brownsville Independent School District

1900 Price Road, Suite 202. 956-698-0149
Classroom Discussion

Classroom discussion is not a requirement for participating in the Challenge. However, candid discussions have proved to be beneficial. Classroom discussion provides an opportunity for educators to learn about problems simmering in school before the problems become crises.

Following are some questions to generate discussion among your students before they prepare their entries for the Challenge.

·   When you hear the word violence, what thoughts or memories do you have?

·   Where are you confronted by violence? Your home? Your school? Your neighborhood?

·    Do you think you can tell when another person is on the brink of a violent act? Would you intervene? Under what circumstances would you intervene? What provokes people to be violent? 

Judging Criteria

Entries will be judged by a panel of community leaders appointed by the Do the Write Thing Committee of Houston/Harris County, a coalition of business, community and government leaders. 

Entries will be judged on the basis of content, originality and responsiveness to the three questions:

· How has violence affected my life?

· What are the causes of violence?

· What can I do about violence?

Students should be encouraged to share personal experiences about the impact of violence on their lives and the lives of their peers.

Remember, No Fictional Writings in Essays!
Student Program Rules

· Essays, poems, plays or songs are permitted as long as the language is positive and not derogatory.
· IMPORTANT: No fictional writings in essays. 

· Students may submit only one entry per year.

· All entries must be the work product of only one student.

· Entries must be in English.

· Entries must be typed or clearly written on 8 1/2” by 11” paper.

· Use only one side of the paper.

· Pages should be numbered.

· Writings based upon plagiarism will not be advanced in the judging process. 

Students should address the three questions:
How has violence affected my life?

What are the causes of violence?

What can I do about violence?

Staple these Together:

· Student and Parent Consent Form signed by the student and their parent or guardian (place on top) 

· The original writing

For more information, please visit the Do the Write Thing Challenge (www.dtwtx.com) 

2010 Student and Parent Consent Form - (REQUIRED)

Thank you for participating in the Do the Write Thing Challenge.
(Clearly print information in the boxes below.) 

	Student’s First Name

Middle Name

Last Name

Student’s Grade:    7th _______   (or)  8th   _______  Gender:   Male _______  (or)   Female _______

Student and Parent/Guardian Consent Statement 
The National Campaign to Stop Violence, which sponsors the Do the Write Thing Challenge, will publish selected student writings and quotations in a book and in a research paper on youth violence.  The National Campaign requires the written consent of the student, as well as the student’s parent or guardian prior to publishing.  If the above-named student and his/her guardian agree to permit the National Campaign to publish the student’s writing, sign the following statement:  

We agree to give ownership of the attached student writing to the National Campaign to Stop Violence so that the writing can be considered for analysis, recognition or publication.

            Agreed: 
   
                                     Agreed:

__________________________________
_____________________________________


Signature of Student




Signature of Parent/Guardian


___________________________________
_____________________________________


Printed Name Student  



Printed Name Parent/Guardian 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

STUDENT’S MUST: Submit the original writing, submit one photocopy of the student writing, and STAPLE the original and photocopy to this form before submitting the writing to your teacher. Place this form on top. 




For more information, please visit the Do the Write Thing Texas Challenge (www.dtwtx.com) 
_1312805183.psd

